Gretchen Dater remembered

BY BRETT FREEMAN
For Suburban News

RAMSEY - Gretchen Dater would
have been 39 years old on May 17
had she not perished in the bomb-
ing of Pan Am Flight 103 over
Lockerbie, Scotland, in 1988.

But her family and friends were
determined to celebrate her life,
rather than mourn, as they gath-
ered at Dater Elementary School
on Thursday for the annual
Gretchen Dater Day.

Attendees gathered for lunch
and the dedication of the Gretchen
Dater Art Room and to observe
the special art classes taught over
several days in what has become
Gretchen Dater Week.

“If it hadn’t been for Gretchen,
all of us wouldn’t be as close as we
are] said Alanna Masker,
Gretchen’s childhood buddy.

Masker said it brings them joy to
be back together at the school,
which is named for Gretchen’s

great-grandfa-
ther, John Y.
Dater.

“The Daters
mean so much
for all of us;” she
said.

Gretchen
majored in fine
arts at the Mary- Dater
land Institute College of Art in Bal-
timore, and during her junior year,
attended Syracuse University’s
London Art Center, according to
her mother, Joan.

On Dec. 21, 1988, the 20-year-
old and dozens of other students
perished on their flight back home
from their studies, victims of a ter-
rorist attack for which the Libyan
government has accepted respon-
sibility.

“Terrorists can take their bodies,
but they can’t take their spirits;’
Joan said, adding that her daugh-
ter’s spirit lives on through events
like the one they were celebrating

at the school.

Along with family and friends,
Joan was accompanied by Mary
Lou Ciulla and Mary Kay Stratis,
whose husbands, Frank and Elia,
respectively, also died on the flight.

“Any kind of occasion she has

\| for Gretchen, we join her,” Ciulla

said, indicating that the three of
them had become close.

Gretchen’s artistic talent was on
display, with her paintings show-
cased in the art room and a self-
portrait prominently displayed
inside the entrance hallway.

All week, including a class peri-
od before lunch, students were
treated to a demonstration by
expert potter Cliff Mendelson.

In the morning, students and
guests were visibly wowed as
Mendelson turned a blob of clay
into a vase on his potter’s wheel.

Don Warnaar, the Dater Ele-
mentary School principal from
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B Tanya Lagatella of Waldwick, a
senior political science and jour-
nalism student, recently received
the Political Science Best Senior
Thesis Award for submitting an
outstanding and original thesis at
the 24th annual Senior Awards
Ceremony at Quinnipiac Universi-

ty.
B The following Johnson &
Wales University students have
been named to the Dean’s List for
the 2007 winter term:
Franklin Lakes: Marissa Jaffe.
Mahwah: Leane Picheria, Kate

Rooney, William Savas.
Wyckoff: Joanna Yick.

m Kaity Doolittle of Mahwah has
been named to Mount Ida Col-
lege’s Dean’s List with honors for
the fall 2006 semester.

m Sarah Gilbert of Oakland, a
senior psychology major in the
College of Liberal Arts at Quin-
nipiac University, recently received
the R. Gordon Paulaccy Gradua-
tion Prize in Psychology, which is
presented to the student with the
highest overall grade point average
among graduating psychology stu-
dents, at the 24th annual Senior
Awards Ceremony at Quinnipiac.

W James Szal of Oakland graduat-
ed in 2006 from Indian Hills High

School and Bergen County Tech-
nical High School, and continued
his training at Wyo Tech,
Blairsville, Pa., campus, where he
has just successfully passed the
ATRA R&R Technician exam.

m Ali Rasovic of Wyckoff, a stu-
dent at Fairfield University, was
inducted into Beta Gamma Sig-
ma, an international honor society
recognizing the outstanding aca-
demic achievements of students
enrolled in collegiate business
programs accredited by AACSB
International. Rasovic is the
daughter of Carol and Michael
Rasovic and a graduate of
Ramapo High School.

The Bill Thoman Trio ...

Fallon Catering, and more.

Come celebrate our 50th Anniversary, and join us for a sampling
of the fine foods, elegant wine and cool jazz featuring

50 door prizes will be awarded « Must be 21 to attend

FRIDAY,JUNE 8
9:30 - 8:00 PM

TRUSTEES PAVILION,RAMAPO COLLEGE

MAHWAH REGIONAL
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

TASTE or rz:

REGION

Sponsored by Boiling Springs Savings Bank

Event proceeds will be used to provide a 2007
Lincoln Technical Institute Student Scholarship.

Food and wine exhibitors include:

Albert F.Catering Company, Aldo’s, Apolo’s, Blue Moon Mexican Café,
Boulevard Grille, Bouquet du Vin LLC, Chakra Restaurant, Cupa Cabana,
Fountainview Restaurant at Sheraton Mahwah Hotel, Gazelle Café,
Mamacita’s, Picnic, Saffron at Hilton, Woodcliff Lake, Victoria Jackson

Pre-registration required

$50 per person ($40 thru June 1); register on-line at www.mahwah.com or call Chamber Office at 201.529.5566

THE
SCIENCE OF BREATH

Internationally acclaimed seminar focusing on
how breath can be used
to effectively deal with everyday stress.
Thursday, May 31st ¢ 6:30pm-8:00pm
210 Lafayette Ave., Suffern, NY
Saturday, June 9th ¢ 11am-12:30pm
509 Hillsdale Ave., Hillsdale, NJ
Limited Seating. To Register
Call 908-510-0311
Email: artoflivingbergen@gmail.com
An international non-profit educational humanitarian organization
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CustoM COUNTERTOPS

GRANITE & MARBLE

Free Gift!

No Purchase
Necessary

Founder,
Sri Sri Ravi Shankar
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FREE! Seminar
Open to all.
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Large Selection of Stone Slabs

GRANITE SALE e« Save up to 30%

Removal of Old Countertops * Quick Installation
240 West Crescent Avenue, Allendale, NJ 07401
(201) 760-2170 * 866-86-STONE

Showroom Hours: Monday-Friday 8-5; Saturday 9 AM-1 PM
www.corinthianmfg.com

FREE STAINLESS STEEL SINK

with any Kitchen Countertop Installation

ZODIAQ® CORIAN®
Quartz Surfaces Solid Surfaces
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INFANT ¢ TODDLER ¢ PRESCHOOL ¢ PRE-K ¢ KINDERGARTEN ¢ AFTER-SCHOOL
i scream -youscream -we all scream for feRe 61,1

Fun Activities « Tour Our School o Meet Our Teachers

ICEsocial
CREAM

Dolly the Clown ¢ Arts & Crafts » Ice Creaml!

OPEN HOUSE
Wednesday, June 6th
5:30 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.
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The mailing address of Suburban News is:
41 Oak St., Ridgewood, NJ 07451
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