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Teens work on quadricentennial mural at New City Library
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NEW CITY - Jovin 

Panthapattu carefully shaped clay with his fingers to form the leg muscles of a Native American man.

 The 17-year-old was one of 20 teens who 

participated yesterday in a mural project 

commemorating the Hudson Valley 

quadricentennial at the New City Library.

Various events are scheduled for this year to 

mark Henry Hudson's historic voyage up the 

Hudson River and Samuel de Champlain's 

 

Adriana DiGiovanni, 14, 
a student at Clarkstown 
North High School, works 
on her tile yesterday as 
she and other students 
from five Rockland 
County high schools 
created a clay tile mural 
to commemorate the 
400th anniversary of the 
exploration of the 
Hudson River at the New 
City Library. The mural, 
which will be displayed at 
the library, will highlight 
the river's ecosystem. 
The project is funded by 
a grant from the Arts 
Council of Rockland. 

Natalie Morbeth, 18, a student at Spring Valley High School, 
works on her tile. (Photos by Seth Harrison/The Journal News)
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discovery of the lake that bears his name, as well 

as the 200th anniversary of Robert Fulton's 

steamboat journey on the Hudson.

The two-day project at the library, which started 

Friday, aims to create a mural out of handmade 

clay tiles. Each tile depicts essentials of the 

Hudson Valley, such as animals, plants, ships 

and bridges.

The program was financed by the $2,500 grant from the Arts Council of Rockland as well as the New York 

State Council on the Arts, said Sally Pellegrini, New City Library's local history librarian, who administered 

the project.

Pellegrini said she wanted to come up with a 400th anniversary project that would last many years.

"You have a concert. You have a lecture that goes away," Pellegrini said. "I thought this would be something 

more permanent."

Cliff Mendelson, a Tomkins Cove ceramist, coordinated the program. He taught students each step of 

making an artistic tile with three-dimensional images.

Each participant chose one image related to the Hudson Valley out of numerous options prepared by 

Pellegrini and Mendelson.

Students then drew the design on a sheet of paper and transferred it onto 6-by-6-inch square of soft clay.

Using various shaping tools, teens then carved their images.

Mendelson told teens to mount coils of clay on top of their images to make them "pop up."

LoHud.com Text Alerts

Get breaking local news as it happens from LoHud.com. 
Enter your phone number below:

   

 

»  Modify existing alerts 

»  4INFO | Get this tool

 

 
  

More News 
headlines

●     About 405 graduate 
from St. Thomas 
Aquinas College   

●     Purchase College 
graduates urged to 
follow their passions   

●     All aboard to Mahopac's Camp Kiwi this summer  (1) 

●     Putnam lawmakers pledge to limit Peekskill Hollow Road 
work  (2) 

●     Peekskill school board candidates talk budget cuts, 
academics   

Latest headlines
●     DATABASE: See what General Assembly members 

added to pork-barrel spending   

●     DATABASE: Search the latest local population changes 
by age/race   

●     Hot Mets rally against Lincecum, Giants   

●     Yorktown turns things around   

●     Scarsdale comes on strong   

http://www.lohud.com/article/20090315/NEWS03/903150362/1019?GID=NpZebEumgqXaAle0E+bUrR6O7wBBLa8KALozCKk44RE%3D (2 of 4)5/16/2009 6:22:37 PM

http://gannett.gcion.com/?adlink/5111/174807/0/170/AdId=271213;BnId=1;itime=510352124;
http://www.4info.net/logon.jsp
http://open.4info.net/?gad=CNyo7J4CEgg-OoDonnJvqhjQwvH7AyCo9qYU
http://www.lohud.com/article/20090516/NEWS03/905160341/1028/NEWS12/About+405+graduate+from+St.+Thomas+Aquinas+College
http://www.lohud.com/article/20090516/NEWS03/905160341/1028/NEWS12/About+405+graduate+from+St.+Thomas+Aquinas+College
http://www.lohud.com/article/20090516/NEWS03/905160341/1028/NEWS12/About+405+graduate+from+St.+Thomas+Aquinas+College
http://www.lohud.com/article/20090516/NEWS02/905160348/1028/NEWS12/Purchase+College+graduates+urged+to+follow+their+passions
http://www.lohud.com/article/20090516/NEWS02/905160348/1028/NEWS12/Purchase+College+graduates+urged+to+follow+their+passions
http://www.lohud.com/article/20090516/NEWS02/905160348/1028/NEWS12/Purchase+College+graduates+urged+to+follow+their+passions
http://www.lohud.com/article/20090516/NEWS01/905160338/1028/NEWS12/All+aboard+to+Mahopac+s+Camp+Kiwi+this+summer
http://www.lohud.com/article/20090516/NEWS01/905160356/1028/NEWS12/Putnam+lawmakers+pledge+to+limit+Peekskill+Hollow+Road+work
http://www.lohud.com/article/20090516/NEWS01/905160356/1028/NEWS12/Putnam+lawmakers+pledge+to+limit+Peekskill+Hollow+Road+work
http://www.lohud.com/article/20090516/NEWS02/905160340/1028/NEWS12/Peekskill+school+board+candidates+talk+budget+cuts++academics
http://www.lohud.com/article/20090516/NEWS02/905160340/1028/NEWS12/Peekskill+school+board+candidates+talk+budget+cuts++academics
http://www.lohud.com/article/99999999/DATABASE15/90514012/-1/database
http://www.lohud.com/article/99999999/DATABASE15/90514012/-1/database
http://data.lohud.com/census/arh_08_form.php
http://data.lohud.com/census/arh_08_form.php
http://www.lohud.com/article/20090516/SPORTS01/905160383/0/NEWS02/Hot+Mets+rally+against+Lincecum++Giants
http://www.lohud.com/article/20090516/SPORTS02/905160370/0/NEWS02/Yorktown+turns+things+around
http://www.lohud.com/article/20090516/SPORTS02/905160362/0/NEWS02/Scarsdale+comes+on+strong


Teens work on quadricentennial mural at New City Library | lohud.com | The Journal News

Natalie Morbeth, a senior at Spring Valley High School, who was shaping a sturgeon on her tile, said she 

decided to participate in the program as one of her high-school memories.

"I really like art," Morbeth said. "It's one of those things you do when you are stressed."

Mendelson said that after the students finish putting on colors, he would dry them about a week before firing 

them in the kiln.

The installation of the mural, titled "The Hudson-Fulton Quadricentennial Mural," will be celebrated sometime 

in the summer at the New City Library, Pellegrini said.

Panthapattu, a Clarkstown North High School senior, was excited about the idea.

"My children and my grandchildren can come to see what I did when I was a teenager," Panthapattu said. 

"They'll get motivated, too."

- View more photos from this event at lohud.com.

 
 
Reach Akiko Matsuda at amatsuda@lohud.com or 845-578-2431.
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